THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

It can hardly be said that the worthy councillors were
men of learning. In their spare time they did not read
theological works, and we cannot suppose for a moment
that any one of them had even fluttered the pages of
Calvin's Institutio religionis Christianae. Had they been
scholars, they would certainly have been alarmed at the
plenitude of powers assigned to "iste Callus,39 to this
French preacher, within the congregation: "Here may
be specified the powers with which the preachers of the
Church are to be equipped. Since they are appointed as
administrators and proclaimers of the divine word, they
must venture all things, and must be ready to compel the
great and the mighty of this world to bow before the
majesty of God and to serve Him. They have to hold
sway over the highest and the lowest; they have to
enforce God's will on earth and to destroy the realm of
Satan, to safeguard the lambs and to extirpate the
wolves; they have to exhort and to instruct the obedient,
to accuse and to annihilate the refractory. They can
bind and they can loose; they can wield lightnings and
scatter thunders, but all in accordance with Holy Writ."
These words of Calvin, "the preachers have to hold sway
over the highest and the lowest," must unquestionably
have been ignored by the members of the Town Council
of Geneva, for had they marked the words, they would
not have thrust unlimited power into the hands of a man
who made such sweeping claims. Never suspecting that
the French refugee whom they appointed preacher at
their church, had determined from the outset to become
lord of the city and State, they gave him office and salary
and dignity. Thenceforward their own powers were at an
end, for, thanks to his resistless energy, Calvin would
grasp the reins, would ruthlessly realize his totalitarian
ambitions, and thus transform a democratic republic into
a theocratic dictatorship.